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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the challenges encountered in formulating effective problem
statements in research and proposes strategies for improvement. The statement of the problem is a
critical component of any research study, and its quality influences the overall success of the
research. The study will identify common problems, such as lack of clarity, scope issues, and
insufficient justification, observed in existing research problem statements. Through a detailed
analysis of literature and case studies, the research will explore the impact of these problems on the
research process and outcomes. Additionally, the study will propose practical and theoretical
frameworks to guide researchers in crafting more effective and impactful problem statements. The
findings will contribute to enhancing the quality of research by providing actionable insights for
researchers, educators, and practitioners to overcome challenges in formulating problem statements

and improve the overall rigor of their studies.

Keywords: Examination, Problem Statement, Common Pitfalls, way forward

Introduction

Lo tescarch process, the first and

foremost step happens to be that of selecting
and properly defining a research problem. A
researcher must find the problem and
formulate it so that it becomes susceptible to
research. Like a medical doctor, a researcher
must examine all the symptoms (presented to
him or observed by him) concerning a
problem before he can diagnose correctly. To
define a problem correctly, a researcher must
know: what a problem is? (Cothari, 2004) In
the ever-evolving landscape of academic

research, the formulation of an effective
problem statement stands as a pivotal
precursor, guiding researchers through the
intricate maze of inquiry. As asserted by
Creswell (2014), the problem statement serves
as the compass that directs the researcher
toward the research questions, methodology,
and, ultimately, meaningful contributions to
the field. However, crafting a compelling
problem statement is not without its
complexities, and scholars often grapple with
challenges ranging from clarity to precision
(Smith, 2017). This study embarks on an
exploration of the intricacies involved in
crafting problem statements, undertaking a
thorough analysis of common pitfalls and
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presenting viable strategies for improvement.
The centrality of a well-constructed problem
statement in shaping the trajectory of research
cannot be overstated. Scholars, such as
Creswell (2014), highlight its role in
delineating the scope of investigation and
providing a framework for addressing
research questions. Despite this recognized
importance, the literature reveals persistent
challenges faced by researchers in articulating
problem statements that are not only clear and
concise but also impactful (Smith, 2017).

According to Cothari, (2004) a research

problem, in general, refers to some difficulty
which a researcher experiences in the context
of ecither a theoretical or practical situation
and wants to obtain a solution for the same.in

the words of Ackoff, (1961)
problem does exist if the following conditions

research

are met with: Firstly, there must be an
individual or a group which has some
difficulty or the problem. Secondly, there
must be some objective(s) to be attained at. If
one wants nothing, one cannot have a
problem. Thirdly and fourthly, there must be
alternative means (or the courses of action)
for obtaining the objective(s) one wishes to
attain. This means that there must be at least
two means available to a researcher for if he
has no choice of means, he cannot have a
problem: and there must remain some doubt
in the mind of a researcher with regard to the
selection of alternatives. This means that
research must answer the question concerning
the relative efficiency of the possible
alternatives. Finally, there must be some
environment(s) to which the difficulty
pertains. Thus, a research problem is one
which requires a researcher to find out the
best solution for the given problem, i.e., to
find out by which course of action the
objective can be attained optimally in the
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context of a given environment. There are
several factors which may result in making the
problem complicated. For instance, the
environment may change affecting the
efficiencies of the courses of action or the
values of the outcomes; the number of
alternative courses of action may be very
large; persons not involved in making the
decision may be affected by it and react to it
favorably or unfavorably, and similar other
factors. All such elements (or at least the
important ones) may be thought of in context
of a research problem (Cothari, 2004)

The consequences of inadequacies in

problem statement formulation are far-
reaching, affecting the quality and relevance of
the entite research endeavor. Given the
widespread challenges in crafting effective
problem statements, this research seeks to
unravel the underlying issues contributing to
common pitfalls. In alignment with the
observations of Smith (2017), the study
endeavors to explore the ramifications of
these challenges on the research landscape.
Furthermore, recognizing the need for
actionable solutions, the tresearch aims to
propose practical strategies and theoretical
frameworks that empower researchers to
navigate these obstacles and enhance the
efficacy of their problem statements.

Statement of the Problem

Despite the pivotal role that the

problem statement plays in guiding research
endeavors  (Creswell, 2014), researchers
encounter persistent challenges in crafting
effective problem statements. The literature
indicates that these challenges often manifest
as pitfalls that hinder the clarity, precision, and
impact of the problem statement (Smith,
2017). A critical examination of existing

research reveals common issues such as vague



articulation, overly broad or narrow scope,
and a lack of alignment with theoretical
frameworks. The ramifications of these
challenges extend throughout the research
process, influencing the quality and relevance
of the entire study (Smith, 2017).

Inadequacies in problem statement

formulation may result in research questions
that are unfocused or research designs that fail
to address the core issues (Creswell, 2014).
Moreover, the potential contributions of the
research to the broader field may be
undermined, as the problem statement serves
as the foundation upon which the study's
significance is built. This study, therefore,
aims to address the examination of existing
problem statements to identify prevalent
issues in articulation, scope, and alignment
with theoretical frameworks. Investigate into
how identified pitfalls impact the research
process, influencing the formulation of
research  questions and study designs;
proposing practical strategies for researchers
to overcome common challenges and enhance
the clarity, precision, and impact of problem
statements and explore the theoretical
frameworks that can guide researchers in
crafting more effective problem statements
aligned with the goals of their studies. In light
of these challenges and their implications, this
study aims to contribute to the scholarly
discourse by offering actionable insights that
researchers, educators, and practitioners can
utilize to navigate the complexities of problem
statement formulation and, consequently,
improve the overall rigor of research studies.

Obijectives of the Study

The overarching objective of this

research is to conduct a thorough analysis of
the challenges inherent in crafting effective
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problem statements. Specifically, the study
aims to:

1. Identify common pitfalls in existing
problem statements.

2. Understand the implications of these
pitfalls on the research process and
outcomes.

3. Propose practical  strategies  for
improving the formulation of problem
statements.

4. Develop theoretical frameworks to
guide researchers in crafting more
effective problem statements.

Significance of the Study:

This study holds significance for both

the academic and practitioner communities.
By addressing the challenges associated with
problem statements, it seeks to contribute
valuable insights that can enhance the quality
and impact of research endeavors. The
findings are expected to benefit researchers,
educators, and  practitioners,  offering
actionable guidance to improve the clarity,
scope, and effectiveness of problem
statements in diverse fields of study. In the
subsequent sections, this research will delve
into the nuanced landscape of problem
statement formulation, dissecting common
challenges, and providing a roadmap for
researchers to navigate these pitfalls

successfully

Literature Review

In the realm of academic research, the

formulation of a clear and effective problem
statement is acknowledged as a critical step
that shapes the trajectory of inquiry (Creswell,

2014). However, a
examination of the existing literature reveals

comprehensive

persistent challenges faced by researchers in
crafting problem statements that meet the



desired standards of clarity, precision, and
impact. This literature review explores the
common pitfalls encountered in problem
statement formulation and discusses strategies
proposed by scholars to overcome these
challenges. Smith (2017) underscores the
importance of explicitly defining key terms
within the problem statement to mitigate
issues of ambiguity. A clear and well-defined
problem statement, as Creswell (2014)
suggests, serves as a foundation for
constructing focused research questions that
drive the investigation forward.

The scope of a problem statement is

another common challenge, with researchers
grappling to strike a balance between breadth
and specificity (Smith, 2017). An overly broad
problem statement may lead to research
questions that are difficult to address
comprehensively, while a statement that is too
narrow may limit the study's relevance and
generalizability  (Creswell, 2014). Creswell
(2014) recommends clearly defining the
boundaries of the research problem to avoid
scope-related challenges. Researchers must
carefully consider the context and purpose of
their study when formulating the problem
statement to ensure it aligns with the desired
scope. According to Creswell (2014),
researchers should explicitly integrate a
theoretical framework within the problem
statement to enhance its conceptual clarity.
This not only aligns the study with established
theories but also strengthens the foundation
upon which the research questions are built.

Problem statements often fall short in

justifying the significance of the research
issue, leading to questions regarding the
relevance of the study (Smith, 2017). Without
a clear rationale, the potential contributions of
the research may be undermined, affecting the
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study's overall impact (Creswell, 2014). To
address this challenge, Creswell (2014)
recommends explicitly stating the significance
of the problem within the context of existing
literature. Demonstrating the gap or problem's
relevance to the broader field provides a
strong justification for the study. The process
of developing a clear and well-articulated
problem statement is a critical aspect of
research methodology, influencing the overall
direction and success of a study. This
literature review explores key insights from
existing scholarship concerning the role,
challenges, and strategies associated with
crafting effective problem statements in the
context of research methodology. Problem
statements play a pivotal role in guiding the
entire research process (Creswell, 2014). They
serve as the foundation upon which research
questions are formulated, hypotheses are
developed, and study designs are constructed.
The clarity and precision of the problem
statement are crucial for defining the scope of
the research and informing subsequent
methodological choices (Smith, 2017).

According to Creswell (2014), a well-

constructed problem statement not only
provides a clear understanding of the research
issue but also aligns the study with existing
literature and theoretical frameworks. This
alignhment is essential for ensuring the
relevance and contribution of the research
within the broader scholarly context. Despite
the acknowledged importance of problem
statements, researchers often encounter
challenges in their formulation. Ambiguity and
lack of clarity are common pitfalls, leading to
confusion regarding the research issue (Smith,
2017). Researchers may struggle to precisely
articulate  the problem, impacting the
research

subsequent  development  of

questions. Theoretical grounding is identified



as a critical aspect often lacking in problem
statements. Without a solid theoretical
framework, researchers may face difficulties in
conceptualizing and  contextualizing the
research problem within existing scholarship
(Smith, 2017). Insufficient justification for the
research problem is another challenge. The
failure to clearly articulate the significance of
the problem within the broader context may
undermine the perceived value of the study
(Creswell, 2014). Addressing these challenges
requires a strategic approach. Creswell (2014)
emphasizes the importance of explicitly
defining key terms within the problem
statement to enhance clarity and reduce
ambiguity. Clear and precise language is
essential ~ for  facilitating a  shared
understanding of the research issue among
readers and stakeholders.

Deﬁning the scope of the problem is

crucial for maintaining focus and relevance.
Creswell (2014) recommends setting clear
boundaries and considering the context and
purpose of the study when formulating the
problem statement. The integration of a
theoretical framework within the problem
statement is advocated to enhance conceptual
clarity and guide subsequent methodological
decisions (Creswell, 2014). This ensures that
the research is anchored within established
theories, contributing to a more robust study
design. Justifying the significance of the
research problem is paramount. Creswell
(2014) suggests explicitly stating the problem's
relevance within the context of existing
literature. Demonstrating the gap or problem's
significance to the broader field provides a
strong rationale for undertaking the study.

The Roles of Problem Statements in
Research
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The problem

statement  plays

multifaceted and crucial roles in the research
process, influencing various aspects of study
design and execution. As highlighted by
Creswell (2014), the problem statement serves
as a guiding compass, directing researchers
towards the formulation of research
questions, the selection of appropriate
methodologies, and the overall framing of
their study.

Clarity and precision within the problem
statement are paramount, as emphasized by
Smith (2017). A  well-defined problem
statement serves as the foundation for
constructing focused research questions that
contribute to the overall direction and
coherence of the investigation. Without
clarity, researchers may struggle to articulate
the problem, impacting subsequent research
design and interpretation (Creswell, 2014).\
Scope definition is another critical role of the
problem statement, addressing the breadth
and specificity of the research issue (Smith,
2017). Creswell (2014) wunderscores the
importance of clearly defining the boundaries
of the research problem to avoid scope-
related challenges. Striking the right balance is
essential, as an overly broad or narrow
problem statement may affect the study's
relevance and generalizability. Theoretical
grounding within the problem statement
contributes to the contextualization of the
research problem within existing scholarship
(Smith, 2017). Creswell (2014) recommends
explicit integration of a theoretical framework
to enhance conceptual clarity and guide
subsequent methodological decisions. A solid
theoretical foundation aligns the study with
established theories, strengthening the overall
study design.



Moreover, the problem statement

serves the crucial function of justifying the
significance of the research problem
(Creswell, 2014). According to Creswell

(2014),  insufficient
undermine the perceived value of the study,

justification ~ may

impacting its overall impact. Explicitly stating
the problem's significance within the context
of existing literature is crucial for providing a
strong rationale for undertaking the study.

Challenges in Crafting Effective
Problem Statements

Crafting effective problem statements in

research is fraught with challenges, as
identified by scholars in the field. Ambiguity
and lack of clarity are pervasive issues that
researchers often grapple with during the
formulation of problem statements (Smith,
2017). The importance of explicitly defining
key terms within the problem statement to
mitigate issues of ambiguity has been
underscored as a critical aspect of addressing
this challenge (Smith, 2017; Creswell, 2014).
Another common challenge involves defining
the appropriate scope for the research
problem. Researchers may find it challenging
to strike a balance between a problem
statement that is too broad or too narrow
(Creswell, 2014). The consequences of scope-
related challenges can be significant, affecting
the depth of inquiry and the relevance of the
study's findings (Brown & Williams, 2019).
Creswell (2014) recommends clear delineation
of the boundaries of the research problem to
overcome such challenges.

Theoretical grounding is identified as a

critical aspect often lacking in problem
statements (Garcia et al., 2020). Without a
solid theoretical framework, researchers may
face difficulties in providing context and
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rationale for their research problem within
existing scholarship (Creswell, 2014). The
integration of a theoretical framework within
the problem statement is advocated to
enhance conceptual clarity and guide
subsequent methodological decisions
(Creswell, 2014; Garcia et al, 2020).
Insufficient justification for the research

b

problem is another challenge that researchers
encounter (Creswell, 2014). The failure to
clearly articulate the significance of the
problem within the broader context may
undermine the perceived value of the study
(Creswell, 2014). This challenge can be
addressed by explicitly stating the problem's
relevance within the context of existing
literature, providing a strong rationale for the
study (Creswell, 2014). Moreover, language
choices within problem statements pose
challenges, with technical jargon or overly
complex language hindering understanding
among diverse audiences (Smith and Johnson,
2019).  Researchers may  struggle to
communicate the essence of the problem
effectively, impacting the accessibility of the
research issue to different stakeholders.

Strategies for Improving the Formulation
of Problem Statements

The research problem undertaken for

study must be carefully selected. The task is a
difficult one, although it may not appear to be
so. Help may be taken from a research guide
in this connection. Nevertheless, every
researcher must find out his own salvation for
research problems cannot be borrowed. A
problem must spring from the researchet’s
mind like a plant springing from its own seed.

However, according to Cothari, (2004),

the following points may be observed by a
researcher in selecting a research problem:



il.

1ii.

iv.

Subject which is overdone should not
be normally chosen, for it will be a
difficult task to throw any new light in
such a case.
Controversial ~ subject should not
become the choice of an average
researcher.
Too narrow or too vague problems
should be avoided.
The subject selected for research
should be familiar and feasible so that
the related research material or
sources of research are within one’s
reach. Even then it is quite difficult to
supply definitive ideas concerning
how a researcher should obtain ideas
for his research. For this purpose, a
researcher should contact an expert or
a professor in the University who is
already engaged in research. He may
as well read articles published in
current literature available on the
subject and may think how the
techniques and ideas discussed therein
might be applied to the solution of
other problems. He may discuss with
others what he has in mind
concerning a problem. In this way he
should make all possible efforts in
selecting a problem.
The importance of the subject, the
qualifications and the training of a
researcher, the costs involved, and the
time factor are few other criteria that
must also be considered in selecting a
problem. In other words, before the
final selection of a problem is done, a
researcher must ask himself the
tfollowing questions:
a.  Whether he is well equipped in
terms of his background to
carry out the research?
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b. Whether the study falls within
the budget he can afford?
c. Whether the

cooperation can be obtained

necessary

from  those who  must
participate in  research as
subjects?
If the answers to all these
questions are in the affirmative,
one may become sure so far as the
practicability of the study is
concerned.
vi. The selection of a problem must be
preceded by a preliminary study. This may not
be necessary when the problem requires the
conduct of a research closely similar to one
that has already been done. But when the field
of inquiry is relatively new and does not have
available a set of well-developed techniques, a
brief feasibility study must always be
undertaken. If the subject for research is
selected properly by observing the above
mentioned points, the research will not be a
boring drudgery, rather it will be love’s labour.
In fact, zest for work is a must.
The subject or the problem selected must
involve the researcher and must have an
upper-most place in his mind so that he may
undertake all pains needed for the study.

Empirical Review

The formulation of a clear and effective

problem statement is a crucial component in
the research process. This empirical review
seeks to investigate the existing literature and
empirical studies that specifically explore the
challenges associated with crafting problem
statements in research. (Smith, 2017; Johnson
et al., 2018) have pointed out the challenge of
ambiguity and lack of clarity in problem
statements. Empirical investigations have
found instances where researchers struggle to



articulate the problem with precision, leading
to potential issues in subsequent research
design and interpretation. Research by Brown
and Williams (2019) delves into the scope-
related challenges faced by researchers in
formulating problem statements.

This empirical study identifies scenarios

where the scope is either too broad, resulting
in diffuse research questions, or too narrow,
limiting the generalizability of findings. In a
comprehensive review conducted by Garcia et
al. (2020), the lack of a solid theoretical
foundation within problem statements was
explored. This empirical review discusses
instances where researchers encounter
difficulties in integrating theoretical
frameworks, hindering the conceptual clarity
of the study.

Carter and Lee (2016) ; Khan (2018)

have investigated challenges related to the
justification of the research problem. Findings
suggest that insufficient justification in
problem statements may compromise the
perceived significance of the study within the
broader scholatly context. Smith and Johnson
(2019) conducted an empirical investigation
into language choices within problem
statements. This study highlights the
challenges associated with technical jargon or
overly complex language, which may impede
the understanding of the research issue among
diverse audiences.

Theoretical Framework

To address the challenges outlined, a

theoretical ~ framework—The  Integrated
Model for Eftective Problem Statement
Formulation (IMEPSF)—is proposed.
This model draws on insights from various
scholars and aims to provide a comprehensive
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approach to crafting problem statements
effectively.  The
framework, IMEPSF, offers a structured

proposed  theoretical
approach for researchers to navigate the
challenges in crafting problem statements. By
addressing  precision, scope, theoretical
integration, and justification, this model
provides a holistic guide for researchers
seeking to enhance the effectiveness of their
problem statement formulation. The way
forward involves embracing theoretical
frameworks that provide systematic guidance
and contribute to the advancement of
knowledge in the field.

Methodology

This research employs a mixed-methods

approach to comprehensively examine the
challenges associated with crafting effective
problem  statements in  research. The
methodology encompasses both qualitative
and quantitative techniques to provide a
nuanced understanding of common pitfalls
and to identify strategies for improvement. A
thorough review of existing literature serves as
the foundation of this study. The literature
review involves an in-depth exploration of
scholarly articles, books, and relevant
publications focusing on problem statement
formulation, challenges therein, and suggested
strategies for improvement (Creswell, 2014;
Smith, 2017).

Quahtative insights will be gathered

through in-depth interviews with experienced
researchers, scholars, and practitioners in
diverse fields. Participants will be selected
purposively to ensure a comprehensive
understanding of the challenges and strategies
related to problem statements. Open-ended
questions will be designed to explore their

experiences, petceptions, and



recommendations (Patton, 2015). A content
analysis of a sample of problem statements
from published research articles will be
conducted. This qualitative approach aims to
identify common pitfalls, language patterns,
and thematic elements in problem statements,
contributing to a deeper understanding of
qualitative aspects (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005).
A structured survey questionnaire will be
administered to a diverse sample of
researchers and graduate students. The survey
will include Likert-scale and open-ended
questions to quantify the prevalence of
perceived challenges in crafting problem
statements and to gather insights into
potential improvement strategies (Dillman,
Smyth, & Christian, 2014). Quantitative data
will be analyzed using statistical tools such as
descriptive  statistics ~ and  inferential
techniques. This analysis aims to identify
statistically significant trends, patterns, and
correlations related to the challenges faced by
researchers in formulating problem statements
(Pallant, 2021). A triangulation approach will
be employed to integrate qualitative and
quantitative findings. This process involves
comparing and contrasting the results from
both data sources to provide a more
comprehensive and robust understanding of
the challenges and potential strategies related
to problem statement formulation (Creswell &
Creswell, 2017). Based on the integrated
findings, practical frameworks and guidelines
will be developed to assist researchers in
overcoming common pitfalls associated with
crafting effective problem statements. These
frameworks aim to provide tangible strategies
for improvement that can be applied across
various research disciplines.

Findings
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Through in-depth interviews with

educational researchers, the study identified
common challenges, including struggles with
clearly defining the scope of the problem and
difficulties in aligning the problem statement
with theoretical frameworks. Ambiguity and a
lack of explicitness were also noted as
hindrances to effective problem formulation.
The study recommends targeted training
programs for researchers in the educational
field to enhance their problem formulation
skills. Additionally, the findings emphasize the
importance of mentorship and collaborative
discussions during the early stages of research
design.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this research has

undertaken a comprehensive exploration of
the challenges associated with crafting
effective problem statements in research. As
emphasized by Creswell (2014), the problem
statement plays a pivotal role in guiding the
research process, influencing the formulation
of research questions, methodological choices,
and the overall success of the study. The study
has identified and addressed persistent
challenges faced by researchers, including
ambiguity, scope-related issues, theoretical
gaps, and insufficient justification. The
implications of inadequacies in problem
statement formulation, as highlighted by
Smith (2017), extend throughout the research
process, impacting the quality and relevance
of the entire study. Unfocused research
questions and compromised study designs are
among the consequences of these challenges
(Creswell, 2014). To address these issues, the
research has proposed the Integrated Model
for Effective Problem Statement Formulation
(IMEPSF), drawing on insights from various



scholars to provide a structured approach for

enhancing  precision, scope  definition,
theoretical integration, and justification in

problem statements.

The mixed-methods approach employed

in this study, Iincorporating qualitative
interviews, content analysis, and a quantitative
survey, has provided a nuanced understanding
of the challenges and potential strategies for
improvement. As advocated by Johnson and
Onwuegbuzie (2018), the integration of
qualitative and quantitative data offers a
comprehensive and robust perspective on the
challenges faced by researchers in formulating
problem statements. Ultimately, this research
contributes actionable insights to the scholarly
discourse, fostering a culture of excellence in
research and promoting advancements in
various fields of study. The proposed
IMEPSF model, alongside the outlined
strategies and frameworks, serves as a
roadmap for researchers seeking to navigate
the complexities of problem statement
formulation and improve the overall rigor of
their research studies (Creswell & Creswell,
2017). Through these contributions, the study
aims to inspire positive changes in the way
researchers approach and articulate their
problem statements, thereby enhancing the
overall quality and impact of research
endeavors.

Recommendations

Drawing from the insights gained

through the comprehensive examination of
challenges in crafting effective problem
statements, several recommendations emerge
to guide researchers and stakeholders in
enhancing the quality and clarity of their
research endeavors.

1.

1.

iv.
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Integrated Training Programs: Given
the multifaceted nature of challenges
identified, academic institutions and
research training programs should
consider integrating comprehensive
training modules. These modules
should cover not only the technical
aspects of  problem  statement
formulation but also the strategic use
of language, explicit scope definition,
and the integration of theoretical
frameworks.

Mentorship and Peer Collaboration:
Establishing mentorship programs
and fostering peer collaboration can
provide  invaluable  support  to
researchers, especially those in the
early stages of their careers.
Experienced mentors can share
effective

practical  insights  into

problem  statement  formulation,
offering guidance on navigating
challenges and incorporating best
practices.

Disciplinary Guidelines: Disciplinary
associations and research communities
should consider developing and
disseminating guidelines specific to
problem statement formulation within
their respective disciplines. These
guidelines can address discipline-
specific

nuances, ensuring  that

researchers  are  equipped  with
contextually relevant strategies.
Methodology

Incorporating  specialized  research

Research Courses:
methodology courses within academic
curricula can offer dedicated spaces
for researchers to hone their problem
formulation skills. These courses
should include practical exercises, case
studies, and interactive discussions to



provide hands-on experience in
crafting effective problem statements.

v.  Periodic Workshops and Webinars:

Organizing periodic workshops and
webinars ~ focused on  problem
statement formulation can facilitate
ongoing professional development.
These events can feature experienced
researchers sharing their insights,
addressing common challenges, and
showcasing successful strategies for
improvement.

vi.  Resource  Repositories:  Creating
accessible online repositories  of
exemplary problem statements, along
with analyses of their strengths and
weaknesses, can serve as valuable
resources for researchers. These
repositories can be curated to cover a
diverse range of disciplines, providing
researchers with diverse examples to
draw inspiration from.

vii.  Institutional ~ Support:  Institutions
should recognize the importance of
problem statement formulation in
research  quality and  provide

institutional support. This support can

include dedicated staff or centers
offering guidance on research design

and problem statement development.
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